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Hang Seng Hall si:233% (1993 55528

Since its establishment in 1986, Hang Seng Hall has witnessed
considerable changes in management and the upgrade of
facilities. What remains unchanged is its strategic location on a
hillside slope overlooking Tolo Harbour and providing a quality
(| living environment for some 300 students. | have been warden of
the hostel since 1993, after the excellent service of my

S predecessor Professor Chan Shing Cheong. | would like to give
our alumni a brief account of what has been going on in Hang Seng Hall and to share
with you my experience as warden of the hostel.

Graduates from Hang Seng Hall remember it too well that the hostel is detached from
the campus physically. The steps linking the hostel with rest of the College is
beautifully shaded by trees yet difficult to negotiate in the summer months. | have
seen owls, squirrels, barking deer, venomous snakes and centipedes in the bush
behind the hostel. A worker, Miss Hui Kin Hing, was once bitten by a centipede
hiding itself underneath a bedding in the janitor’s room and was on sick-leave for a
month. Luckily few students are aware of the centipedes; instead, they thrill on
hearing the musical tunes of lovely koels at five o'clock in the morning. Students learn
to like Hang Seng Hall for its beautiful setting and homely atmosphere, and normally
return in their second year of study. Very soon access to the campus will be made
easier via an elevator built for this purpose in the Chan Chun Ha Hostel now under
construction near Hang Seng Hall.

Upgrading works are carried out to improve the living condition of the hostel,
sometimes with input from students. These include the installation of aluminum
windows and air-conditioners in 2001, refurbishment of common rooms and overhaul
of the central staircase in 2002, and installation of a lift in the previous pantry area
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in 2003. In particular, students enjoy very much the live broadcast of soccer matches
on a 72-inch screen in the common room and needless to say, | have had many
sleepless nights when Manchester United is playing. The tuck shop, offices, reading
rooms and laundry will be renovated this summer, followed by repainting of the entire
hostel in 2004. Alumni are most welcome to visit us with your family and to see these
changes. Another change in management is the retirement of Miss Cheung Siu Mei
and the night watchman Mr. Tin Shui Shu in March and August 2003, respectively.

We are lucky to have a team of dedicated and reliable workers, who endeavour to ‘
make Hang Seng Hall a safe and comfortable hostel. They work extremely hard |
during the SARS period to prevent the spread of virus. Indeed, the epidemic has
claimed the valuable life of our respectable graduate, Dr. Tse Yuen Man, who was
a resident of Hang Seng Hall in 1988/89. Members of the hostel are deeply touched
by her selflessness, professionalism and passionate love of people. The College has ;;
set up a scholarship in memory of Dr Tse and | wish alumni of the hostel would .
contribute a donation to support this drive. | am also pleased to inform you that since
1993, Hang Seng Hall had nurtured three Rhode Scholars including an exchange
student from Canada. When | became warden in 1993, the Residents Association
was administered by a Provisional Cabinet chaired by Miss Siu Pui Kwun, who later 7
won a distinguished service award from the College. Since then, a full cabinet of the
Residents Association was elected to office every year suggesting that our students
are eager to lead and to serve.

My most unforgettable memory of Hang Seng Hall thus far was the wedding of a
graduate, Miss Kwan Wai Bo, in 1999. | had the honour to usher her during the
wedding ceremony in a church and handed her to the bridegroom in front of the
priest. | was very nervous on the cuddle of the bride and the aisle seemed a mile
long to me. Nevertheless, | am very proud of myself because it was a rare
opportunity to a father of two sons.
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