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Mr Hung See-yui Luke lEli¥F# K (73/BBA)

I can’t possibly tell the story of my life in US without tracing back to my roots in China. | can even tell
less of my life in US without paying tribute to the one who inspires and makes every thing possible for
every one around her - my mother. The way she survived Japanese occupation, Korean War, Communist
persecution, poverty and starvation, make my struggle (if | dare call it) seem so trivial.

| left China at age 6 with visa to Macau. My mum worked at a Catholic Convent, so my sisters
boarded and schooled there. Smuggled to join my dad in Hong Kong, he was unemployed, unwilling to
learn Cantonese, and hoping to fight back to China. My mum was more practical, and worried more about the next meal. My dad
wanted all of us to be child labor and support the family, but my mum, being more future-oriented, insisted we all have to get
education. So we did, well almost. My brother was not allowed to take part in university entrance exam in China because of his
background, and my oldest sister still had to be sacrificed as underage worker in a textile factory in Hong Kong. For me, | got sent
to an all English school for scoring well in the 6th grade public exam, and then got into CUHK, and applied via Education Aboard
Program to UCLA, got my MBA, and later CPA license.

A Mr Hung and his mum

I got married with a lovely girl from Hong Kong, and settled down in Irvine, California. We have two lovely children. One is
happily married to a Japanese girl (he actually asked for my mum'’s blessing, realizing what Japan did to China. My mum told him,
as long as her family did not have Chinese blood in their hands, it'll be all right, because hatred can’t pass to the next generation.
We ought to tell this to the people in the Middle East). The other is still pursuing her medical education.

Itis my mum who motivates me to make donations to my alma mater. She always tells us "never forget where you come from
and how you get there. Be grateful for what is given you and the people who help you get it. And always, always give back.". This
is both from her traditional Chinese as well as her Catholic values. Her tenacity character radiant among all around her - myself,
my three sisters, her grandchildren and great grandchildren, all having successes in their lives, and all owe to her.

She is 92, and going strong....

With this teaching from my mum, | chose to donate to United College Dr S C Yang Memorial Scholarship. Indeed, | considered
Dr S C Yang as my mentor, though he did not officially or privately showed. It was just a feeling of mine. | was the 11th student
he accepted into Accounting and Finance Department when he only accepts ten students in previous years. He took a special
interest in my academics, again just my feeling. He was my fatherly figure when | felt void of my own father. And, for whatever its
worth, he spoke the dialect of my hometown. He was strict and stern, but not mean.

I have graduated from United College for more than 35 years. Here, | would like to give a word with the current students, our
next generation in the society: "share" - share your talent, wealth, energy for the fellow humans who can’t do so on their own.
Don't take it for granted whatever they have. Someone, somewhere, sometime, struggles mightily to get them there.
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